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Selections from the Diary of Abigail W. Hall. 
(Continued from page 106.) 

Eighth Mo. 9th, 1840. Desire to feel sensible 
of the privilege of thus meeting together to wait 
upon the Lord. 

13th and 16th. Hope I am not losing ground 
in best things! but feel very poor. 

20th. Again a little comforted by being given 
to see that seasons of stripping and poverty are 
for my good. 

Ninth Mo. 10th. Afresh made sensible that 
nothing short of following the path of duty will 
give peace. 

13th. E. C. ministered this day from the faith- 
fulness and faith of Abraham ; his being willing 
to offer up his son, his only son. When the Lord 
had sufficiently proved him, then fulfilled He his 
covenant with him. It was through faith that 
Abraham obtained this blessing, and it was 
through faith that Daniel was preserved in the 
lion’s den, and Shadrach, Meshach and Abed- 
nego in the midst of the burning fiery furnace. 
Many others we read of who, “through faith ob- 
tained a good report.” His exercise was, that 
none of us might neglect or call in question the 
Divine will when made manifest; for the Lord 
is able to strengthen even the very weakest. 
May we lay hold of the help and encouragement 
held forth this day. 

20th. Never more sensible of the presence of 
the dear Master being in the midst. And a little 
encouragement was afforded that He would bless 
all his rightly concerned ones. 

27th. This has been a day of secret exercise; 
desiring to be rightly directed in regard to en- 
tering Westtown School as teacher. I believe 
my will is given up; and am resighed to go or 
7 as my friends see best. 

enth Mo. 25th. It is now decided that I go 
to Westtown as teacher in the writing school. In 
about one week I leave home. “If Thy good 
Spirit go not with me, carry me not up hence.” 

Eleventh Mo. ist. The last opportunity for 
some time that I shall have to mingle with my 
friends here in a meeting capacity. Many pre- 
cious seasons I have witnessed, and covenants 
made ; some of which I am about entering upon. 
May it please my Heavenly Father to go with 
me, to be with me, and to strengthen me to go in 
and out before the dear children aright; for sen- 
sible I am, not one right step can I take without 
his Holy Help.* 


[Interesting and impressive are the heart-felt views 


SEVENTH-DAY, ELEVENTH MONTH 13, 1886. 


5th. Have now been at my new home three 
days ; feel very much like a stranger in a strange 
place. Had I ever been a scholar here should 
not feel my awkwardness so much. Hope ere 
long not to labor under so much embarrassment. 

8th. First-day. Feel my exposed situation, 
placed before the dear children. How nature 
shrinks from it! 

22nd. Had the company and labors of Wm. 
Kirkwood, a Friend from Sadsbury. He spoke 
in our meeting, in collection, and lastly had an 
opportunity with the teachers. He believed 
there was no situation in which we could be 
placed, in which a life of prayer was more needed, 
so as to be able rightly to govern ourselves, and 
then the dear dilinn. That we could not do 
the work aright without Holy Help. All who 
come unto Christ, in living faith, He will help, 
&e., &c. Don’t be afraid of suffering, he said ; 
but be willing to go again and again into the 
furnace, till all is consumed that is offensive in 
the divine sight. His supplication in our after- 
noon meeting was very solemn. How did he 
intercede, that helpers from amongst the young 
people might be raised up! that the Church 
might be seen coming up as out of the wilder- 
ness, leaning on the arm of her beloved, “ Fair 
as the moon,” &c. He believed there were of 
this description, who are preparing for the work 
in this family. 

24th. Got along to-day comfortably with my 
school. What a satisfaction it is to instruct good 
children; such as are not only desirous to learn, 
but who are endeavoring to do that which is 
right. It has been cause of secret rejoicing to 
me to see such a number of this class amongst 
the dear children. May the Lord keep and pre- 
serve them, is my secret prayer. 

29th. On arising this morning, desires were 
raised for an increase of stability and watchful- 
ness. ‘There is such a disposition in me to soar 
above the pure witness for Truth, that I need 
constantly to be on the watch. During our sit- 


conveyed by our Diarist in the foregoing memoranda. 
Her simple dependence upon, and prayerful applica- 
tion to, the Lord of life and glory, accompanied with 
the earnest desire to be strengthened with might by 
Him for the very responsible duty of the oversight of 
children, even to go in and out before them with holy 
discretion and godly fear, are well worthy the regard 
and deep consideration of all who assume such an ac- 
countable vocation as tutor of the youthful heart and 
mind, Children’s susceptible age, their quick percep- 
tion of right and wrong, of consistency and inconsist- 
ency, makes it a time when a actions, and 
particularly the example of those so influentially set over 
them, are photographed too strongly to be easily erased. 

Subject as all are to temptations and weaknesses, can 
aught serve instead of the invaluable aid and blessing 
of religion, and the need of “holy help” in those, es- 
pecially, who take upon them the teacher’s office—the 
nurture of our youth? lest the absence of the fruits of 

iety and virtue, that we would so hopefully look for 
in the after life of such children, be in measure traced 
to the want of guarded restraint and religious exercise 
on their behalf in those set over them, not only for in- 
tellectual, but also for moral and religious instruction 
and growth. For should not education ever be the 
handmaiden of the religion of Jesus, to whom we owe 
every thing we have and are?) 


No. 15. 


ting together in meeting this morning, a sense of 
my condition was given me, with a little strength 
to ask help; self was humbled and put down. 
Near the close of the meeting our dear friend, 
Sarah Emlen, was led to supplicate in a very 
solemn manner, for the preservation of those who 
had none but their Father in heaven, nor none 
in all the earth to look unto—the fatherless and 
motherless. How sweetly did she intercede for 
these! that their faith might be more and more 
increased ; those who were secretly saying, “ Lord, 
I believe, help thou my unbelief.” She inter- 
ceded that these might be kept. And continued : 
“Thou who hast been with some of the fathers 
and mothers, who have gone before, in their wil- 
derness journey through this world, where they 
had none to look unto but Thee, be with the dear 
children. Enable them to draw nearer and 
nearer unto Thee. Be with us when we lay on 
our pillows; when we eat, drink, and walk by 
the way and are sad. We are sensible that we 
are halt and lame; and that it is only through 
Thee we are enabled to walk aright,” &c. 

30th. Attended, with some of the other teach- 
ers, Chester Monthly Meeting. We had the com- 
pany of the Quarterly Meeting’s Committee, ap- 
pointed to visit the subordinate meetings on ac- 
count of the neglect of the attendance of our 
members. Had also our, dear friend Wm. Kirk- 
wood; who was excellent in testimony to those 
who felt poor and deeply tried. It was as a balm 
to my wounded spirit! how encouraging his lan- 
guage to press on and not give out, but wrestle 
the whole night season through, &c. Benjamin 
Cope spoke in a lively manner, particularly to 
the young people, in respect to the attendance of 
meetings. Also our dear friend S. Emlen, in the 
last meeting. Was it not, she said, for want of 
faith, a little more living faith, that our meetings 
were so neglected by some? She had craved there 
might be an increase of faith among us! and said 
that were we only sufficiently sensible of the ob- 
ligations we lay under to our Heavenly Father, 
we should not be willing thus to absent ourselves, 
letting little things hinder us from going to meet- 
ings. How mae 9 more true comfort we should 
have, did we only press through and forward! 
Then a way would often be made for us, where 
we could see none; and our meetings would often 
be blest to us, when we least expected it. 

Twelfth Mo. 13th. On arising this morning, 
I think I may say, sincere desires were raised to 
walk aright through this day. Had a 0 
quiet time previous to going into meeting. Was 
self-humbled in reading in the life of Jane Pear- 
son, the exercises and trials she had to pass 
through! How the enemy was permitted to 
buffet! yet was she enabled to say, “The Lord 
liveth, and because He lives, I shall live also.” 
On gathering into silence in our meeting, a little 
strength was given secretly to cry, that the Lord’s 
hand might not spare, nor his eye pity, till there 
was a change, a right change, in me. Near the 
close of the meeting, dear S. Emlen was lively in 
testimony, quoting: “The dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and they that hear shall 
live.” Said, the power is the same it ever was to 
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raise up from the grave—the grave of sin and 
transgression—if there is only a right applica- 
tion of heart unto Him. Among the dear chil- 
dren she believed there were lambs of our Heav- 
enly Father ; who, though they had not yet open- 
ly confessed their dear Lord before men, the 
time, she believed, was not very far distant when 
these would have both in their conduct and con- 
versation, to confess Him whom their souls loved ; 
the language of whose hearts often was, O God, 
thou art my God, early will I seek thee; my soul 
thirsteth after thee, in a dry and thirsty land 
where no water is. I could set my seal to this 
testimony: for I do believe there are a precious 
number of this class amongst the dear’children ; 
and how I have craved their preservation. 


(To be continued.) 
—_—_—_——2——_____—__ 


For “‘ The Friend.”’ 
Glen Summit. 


At the station of Glen Summit, on the Lehigh 
Valley Road, twenty miles south of Wilkesbarre, 
stands the Glen Summit Hotel, which bids fair, 
as the place is better known, to become a favorite 
resort for the invalid in quest of pure air, or the 
overworked plodder needing rest and quiet. 
Standing on the Nescopee Mountain, a ridge di- 
viding the waters of the Susquehanna on the one 
side, from those of the Lehigh on the other, the 
position commands an extended view for many 
miles of wooded mountain sides and valleys in- 
tervening, with here and there a clearing and 
its farm-house. As is often the case at this sea- 
son of the year, the autumnal haze at times cuts 
off much of the distant view; but when a storm 
that swept over us had cleared the atmosphere, 
and sent the mercury from 60° to 33°, the sight 
that greeted the eyes of those that rose betimes 
the next morning, was grand beyond description. 
The orb of day appearing above the mountain 
at the rear of the house, illuminated the peaks 
of the farthest range, miles and miles away, the 
great stretch between resting as in the twilight. 
Gradually the belt of light approached, bringing 
into view range after range that had escaped our 
notice, until in due time, the whole landscape 
was bathed in glorious sunshine; and the moun- 
tain sides and valleys displayed their variegated 
autumnal tints in gorgeous and most attractive 
variety. * 

But few buildings are in sight from the porch 
of the house, and were it not for the numerous 
trains that rush to and fro over the Lehigh Val- 
ley Road, immediately in front of us, and on the 
Lehigh and Susquehanna Road, a few rods farther 
off, but almost wholly concealed from view by 
the foliage of the woods, it would not be difficult 
to imagine oneself far removed from the habita- 
tion of any family, outside of that occupying the 
Glen Summit Hotel. These passing trains are 
objects of much interest, those for passengers ar- 
riving from our own neighborhood, being closely 
watched for familiar faces they may bring; and 
the arrival of the mails three times daily, awaited 
with an eagerness that only sojourners from loved 
ones at home can know. 

The heavy trains of coal cars, seventy-five or 
eighty in each, puff by, loaded with the black 
diamond from the Lehigh region, by which we 
are here surrounded, bearing their freight to the 
cities of New York and Philadelphia and inter- 
mediate places, while the inscriptions on the 
freight cars, show the distant roads over which 
many of them must pass, before unloading their 
diversified burdens. Being but about four hours 
ride from Philadelphia, our morning mail arrives 


at 9.30, and the daily papers and letters are not 
far behind their city delivery. 


Glen Summit is emphatically a place for rest- 
ful leisure, there being less to oecupy the atten- 
tion and provoke to activity, than at most other 
resorts. But the pure mountain air is most in- 
vigorating, and the long nights at command are 
an important element in the rejuvenating effects 
of such a change. 

A favorite ride is by rail to Wilkesbarre, afford- 
ing, as the road winds down and around the 
mountain, the view of the famous Wyoming 
Valley, so well and so deservedly known. Some 
take the other direction, and steam down to 
Mauch Chunk, for the favorite Switchback, and 
Onoko Glen, taking for this excursion the day, 
from 9.30 a.m.,to 7 Pp. M. The Wilkesbarre trip 
is a morning affair, and affords an opportunity 
for a ride through the town, and a return by 
dinner time. 

Located nearly due East from our hotel, in 
the midst of mountain scenery, is the little settle- 
ment of Bear Creek, connected by rail with the 
Lehigh Valley Railroad, and known principally 
for its lumbering interests. A party of friends 
who were spending a few days at Glen Summit, 
heeding the advice of others not to omit Bear 
Creek, hired a team of good Wilkesbarre horses, 
and were driven over the mountains on a road 
that would do no discredit to Delaware or Ches- 
ter Counties. A large lake, Crystal by name, 
was passed, having on its banks one house, which 
was only the second one seen on the drive of 
seven miles. Here and there, especially as our 


distance from the railroad increased, we found 
groves of fine trees, particularly hemlock and 
pine; but as a rule, the forest fires that so often 
sweep over these mountain regions, prevent much 
of a growth beyond the stunted bushes of a few 
feet, which were beautifully tinted with autumn 
Just before reaching the settlement, our 


hues. 
driver turned his horses up a steep ascent, to give 
a view of the little world at our feet, and a view 
we had from which it was difficult to tear our- 
selves away. 

But just here let us say that the moving spirit 
in the settlement of Bear Creek is a lumber 
prince, formerly of White Haven, who, marry- 
ing a delicate woman, brought her here with the 
hope that the pure mountain air, and the lux- 
uries with which he could surround her, might 
for a length of time overcome disease, if not effect 
a permanent cure. A neat cottage was erected, 
having about it the air of a true home. A dam 
across Bear Creek forms a large lake, in the 
midst of which is a little island a few feet square. 
On it stands a summer arbor, where the invalid 
could enjoy the fresh air from over the water; a 
rustic bridge leading to it from the main-land. 
In the grove of fine and noble pine trees, was 
erected a miniature log-cabin, on the porch of 
which the medicinal air could be inhaled. Roads, 
smooth as those of our Fairmount Park, wind in 
and out between little gardens enclosed, and 
through groves of evergreens of such dense growth 
the sun’s rays could penetrate with but little 
force. A neat station-house accommodates the 
traveller on the little railroad of Bear Creek ; 
another shelters a private car, on which our lum- 
ber prince travels, and which has borne him as 
far from home as to New Orleans. Sheltered by 
trees, so as to be invisible a few feet away, stands 
a little chapel, where the summer visitors form 
quite a congregation—for here, in this retired 
nook, is a boarding house where a number of 
families from the neighborhood of Wilkesbarre, 
enjoy the season’s quiet. On one occasion the 
invalid wife expressed her feeling, it would be 
pleasant to have, on the elevated point we were 
first driven to, a cottage for use in the heat of 


summer. At once the devoted husband had 
made a smooth road to the summit, with a house 
of hexagon shape, commanding a view as lovely 
as eye could ask to rest upon. 

Immediately at our feet, completely embow- 
ered in trees, is the little chapel whose spire just 
peeps above the surrounding foliage. To the 
left is the home of the Proprietor, with the cot- 
tages of a few relatives, rivalling each other in 
neatness and taste. Just beyond lie the lake, 
and island, with the summer-house, while farther 
away, and part way up the mountain side, stands 
one of the three saw-mills used in preparing the 
timber for market. To the right, the railroad 
winds around the mountain, following the sinu- 
ous course of Bear Creek on its way to the Lehigh 
River ; the shore on the far side being skirted by 
the drive, emerging here from the pine grove, 
It isa rare combination of natural beauty and 
the skill and taste of the masterhand that so 
successfully directed the improvements on this 
charming spot. But less successful proved his 
efforts to arrest the progress of the disease that 
consumed the life of his cherished wife. About a 
year before our visit, her remains were laid in an 
enclosure immediately fronting the little chapel, 
where she was wont, when able, to assemble with 
her neighbors. In accordance with her desire 
to be laid where the birds would sing over her 
grave, means were adopted to induce them to 
build there, and our attention was called to a 
nest directly on the shaft over the tomb, in which 
the birdlings of last summer were hatched and 
reared, 

While many of us feel that beyond securing 
the decent and proper disposal of the remains of 
our dead, and the due care of places of interment, 
it makes little matter where the final resting- 
place may be; we doubt not our friend of Bear 
Creek, in whose history so much interest has been 
aroused, felt it proper to carry out as far as prac- 
ticable, the wishes of his lost one. And we 
turned from the spot, deeply impressed with the 
sadness of the sequel of this young life at the 
early age of thirty-one years ; and with the hope 
that others may find their way, when sojourning 
at Glen Summit, to the lovely settlement of Bear 
Creek. N. M. E. 

——_——_.—.- 
For ‘* The Friend.” 

Would it not be profitable for us in these times 
of unsettlement, to consider those duties and doe- 
trines laid down by the inspired writer in the 
4th chapter of his Epistle to the Ephesians? 
That thus a religious life might be promoted, the 
church edified, and we be made helpful one to 
another. 

“T therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you that ye walk worthy of the vocation where- 
with ye are called, with all lowliness and meek- 
ness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another 
in love; endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, 
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope 
of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism; one God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in you all. But unto 
every ene of us is given grace according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ,” &e. 

These are doctrines and duties that should not 
be neglected, indeed, the whole chapter is none 
other than a plain, practical exhortation to & 
Christian life; and a conduct in accordance with 
it, would be more convincing than so much stir; 
and exemplify the lives of our worthy forefathers 
in the Truth, who were faithful in their day and 
generation. JosEPH Morris. 

Cardington Ohio, Tenth Mo. 1886. 
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For ** The Friend.” 


Bible Readings. 


The interest and instruction derived from read- 
ing many portions of the Holy Bible are increased 
by a proper understanding of the historical facts 
related. If the books of the prophets are read 
in connection with cotemporary historical parts 
of the Scriptures, light is thrown on many ob- 
scure passages or allusions that it is impossible to 
acquire by desultory or routine reading. In order 
to pursue such research, it is important to have 
a good reference Bible. The quarto edition pub- 
lished by the “ Bible Association of Friends” in 
Philadelphia, has the notes, references and dates 
in a centre column on each page with an index 
heading at top of each column, with a concord- 
ance and index appended in the hack of the book. 
A good Bible dictionary and map afford import- 
ant aid in satisfactorily pursuing such study. 

We were recently much interested in reading 
in this way the books of Ezra and Nehemiah, 
with their cotemporaries, the prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah, which give the history of the Jews 
during an important period of their national ex- 
istenge. 

The closing scene recorded in the 2nd book 
of Chronicles (which is supposed to have been 
compiled by Ezra) is the account of the total 
overthrow of the Jews under Zedekiah, and the 
destruction of Jerusalem, by Nebuchadnezzar, 
and of the last remnant of the Jews being carried 
into captivity to Babylon 588 B.c. With this 
event, the kingdom of Israel was virtually ended. 
During the next seventy-four years we have no 
recorded history of the Jews and but few allusions 
to their existence. The book of Ezra is a con- 
tinuation of the book of Chronicles and gives ac- 
count of the Jews’ return to Jerusalem from this 
captivity, and of their rebuilding the temple, in 
accordance with the orders of King Cyrus, and 
King Darius. Smith’s Bible Dictionary says: 
“The edict of Cyrus, King of Persia, in the year 
536 B. c. for the rebuilding of the temple of Je 


rusalem, was the beginning of Judaism.” By 
this decree, the Babylonian captivity was brought 
toa close. Cyrus granted permission to all who 
chose to do so to return to Jerusalem and par- 
ticipate in the rebuilding of the temple, which 
had lain waste for many years. A portion of 
them, about 42,000, returned under the command 


of Sheshbazzar or Zerubbabel, 535 Bp. c. An- 
other company returned with Ezra, in 458 B.c., 
and others with Nehemiah in 445 8. c. The 
first efforts of each of these companies were di- 
rected to restoration of the temple. The book 
of Ezra gives an account of this work, which was 
commenced under the direction of Zerubbabel 
and Jeshua 535 B. c., according to the decree 
of Cyrus. When Artaxerxes became king, the 
adversaries of the Jews asked permission to build 
with them. Zerubbabel and Jeshua replied, “ Ye 
have nothing to do with us to build an house 
unto our God, but we ourselves together will 
build unto the Lord God of Israel as King Cyrus 
the king of Persia hath commanded us. Then 
the people of the land weakened the hands of 
the people of Judah and troubled them in build- 
ing, and hired counsellors against them, to frus- 
trate their purpose all the days of Cyrus.” The 
Jews were much discouraged by this opposition ; 
the temple was neglected, and for several years 
the work upon it was entirely suspended during 
the reigns of Ahasuerus and Artaxerxes the next 
two monarchs who succeeded Cyrus, “even until 
the reign of Darius, king of Persia,” who was 
the next successor. 

It was during this interval of opposition and 
discouragement that the prophets i and 
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Zechariah prophesied unto the Jews that were in 
Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of 
Israel.” Their influence appears to have been 
considerable. It is recorded in Ezra 6th chapter, 
14th verse, “ And the elders of the Jews builded, 
and they prospered through the prophesying of 
Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah the son of 
Iddo.” The temple was finished and dedicated 
in the year 515 B. c. The history of this restora- 
tion is contained in the first six chapters of the 
book of Ezra, which are supposed to have been 
written by Haggai. There is then a gap in the 
historical record of 58 years. It would appear 
from subsequent events, that during this period 
the Jews had again relapsed into a condition of 
sinful indifference, and become contaminated by 
contact with their heathen neighbors. 

The last four chapters of Ezra tell of the re- 
formation that he was largely instrumental in ef- 
fecting among them. All that is really known 
of Ezra is contained in these four chapters. From 
these it appears that he was a learned and pious 
priest in Babylon, during the reign of Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, from whom he obtained permission 
to go to Jerusalem, and to take with him a com- 
pany of Israelites. “His great design was to 
effect a religious reformation among the Pales- 
tine Jews, and to bring them back to the ob- 
servation of the Law of Moses, from which they 
had grievously declined. His first step was to 
enforce a separation from their wives upon all 
who had made heathen marriages. This was ef- 
fected in a little more than six months after his 
arrival in Jerusalem. With the detailed account 
of this important transaction, Ezra’s autobiog- 
raphy ends abruptly ; and we hear nothing more 
of him till 13 years afterwards, when we find him 
again at Jerusalem with Nehemiah.” 

Nehemiah was cup-bearer to Artaxerxes Longi- 
manus. In the year 445 B. c., certain Jews 
arrived from Judea and gave him a deplorable 
account of the state of Jerusalem. He im- 
mediately conceived the idea of going there to 
endeavor to improve their condition and obtained 
the king’s consent for his mission. Nehemiah’s 
great work was rebuilding the city walls that had 
lain in ruins for 141 years since their demolition 
by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B. c. After he had 
saptured the city, he left Nebuzaradan the cap- 
tain of his guard there to complete the destruc- 
tion of it, and the pacification of Judea. 

“To the restoration of the walls of Jerusalem, 
and restoring the city to its former state and dig- 
nity, as a fortified town, Nehemiah directed his 
whole energies, and in a wonderfully short time 
the walls seemed to emerge from the heaps of 
burnt rubbish and encircle the city as in the 
days of old.” 

The main history contained in the book of Ne- 
hemiah covers about twelve years, from 445 to 
433 B.c. The whole narrative gives us a graphic 
and interesting account of the state of Jerusalem 
and the returned captives in the writer’s times; 
and, incidentally, of the nature of the Persian 
government, and condition of its remote prov- 
inces. 

The first arrival of Nehemiah as governor of 
the province of Judea aroused the jealousy of 
Sanbalat and Tobiah, two civil or military officers 
who also held appointments under king Artaxer- 
xes, and they did all in their power to retard his 
great work. Afterseveral unsuccessful conspira- 
cies against him, they finally succeeded in arous- 
ing such suspicion in the mind of the king that 
he issued a decree stopping the work till further 
orders. “It is soubehl that at the same time he 
recalled Nehemiah, or possibly his leave of ab- 
scence had expired. But after a delay, perhaps 
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of several years, he was permitted to return to 
Jerusalem and to crown his work by repairing 
the Temple, and dedicating the walls. Nehemiah 
does not, indeed, mention this adverse decree, nor 
should we have suspected his absence at all from 
Jerusalem, but for the incidental allusion in the 
2d chapter 6th v., 13th aes 6th v., coupled with 
the long interval of years between the earlier and 
later chapters of the book. It seems that the work 
stopped immediately after the events narrated 
in 6th chapter, 16-19 v.; and that chapter 7th 
goes on to relate the measures adopted by him 
upon his return with fresh powers.” 

During his government, Nehemiah firmly re- 
pressed the exactions of the nobles, and the usury 
of the rich; and rescued the poor Jews from spoil- 
ation and slavery; and devoted himself, with as- 
siduous firmness and impartiality, to correcting 
the evils that had crept in among them, and to 
reforming the civil and religious customs of the 
city. Ezra was high priest during his govern- 
ment, and was of great service to him in effecting 
the much needed reformation in Jerusalem. 

Notwithstanding all the pains taken by these 
good men to reclaim their people from infidelity 
and idolatry, in a few years they relapsed again 
into irreligious depravity, as is evident from the 
close expostulations of the prophet Malachi, who 
was sent by the Lord to reprove them for their 
profanity and broken covenants. The latest 
record that we have of Nehemiah’s services was 
in the year 433 B.c.; and Malachi, the last of 
the prophets recorded in the Old Testament, wrote 
about 37 years later, 397 B. c. 

8. C. M. 

Tenth Month. 19th. 1886. 


~auaiannansidiniaiimasitnsis 
Workingmen on the Sunday Question. 

A deputation of workingmen once appeared 
before Lord Palmerston and requested him “ to 
be kind enough to hear what they had to say” on 
the opening of museums and public shows on 
the Sabbath. With great courtesy he replied, 
“What workingmen have to say on the Sunday 
question I shall be very glad to hear.” 

At the invitation of the Secretary, two work- 
ingmen stepped forward and were introduced to 
his lordship, who received them with marked 
courtesy and expressed his desire to hear what 
statements they wished to make. One was a 
smart-looking man, and from his dress and clean 
white apron I concluded he was a cabinet-maker. 
The other was both tall and big, and had to do 
with the coal trade. “ Well,” said the former, 
“which of us shall speak toun?” “Why, you 
to be sure, for you have more gift of the gab 
than I have.” And so the conversation began. 

“Now, sir, I said to my comrade, ‘ Bill,’ says 
I. ‘Well, says he, ‘what’s up now?’ ‘Why 
can’t we have some meetings all our own, and 
argefy this matter out?’ ‘Agreed,’ said he. And 
so, sir, we went and got a good-sized room, and 
drawed up a bill, that each side should choose a 
chairman, and the chairmen should choose an 
umpire ; that there should be three speakers on 
each side, and no one should speak more than 
twenty minutes; for don’t you think, sir, that any 
man of sense ought to be able to speak his mind 
on this ‘ere subject in twenty minutes?” 

With a gracious smile, and evidently interested 
and amused, Lord Palmerston replied, “I quite 
agree with you. Well, and how did you get on?” 

“Excellently. The room was full, the chair- 
men were chosen, and the umpire, and we settled 
who should begin. I spoke first, and the rest in 
order, and then it was put to vote, and we carried 
our resolution that it was not fair nor right to 
open such places on Sunday by three to one.” 
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“Had you any other meeting besides this?” 
his lordship inquired. 

“ Bless you, sir, ever so many ; and our majority 
got larger at every meeting. And we held some 
at the West End as well as the East End. And 
so at one of our latest, they, finding they could 
not beat us in argefying, took to hollering. Very 
foolishly, some of our side began to holler too. 
But we told them to be quiet, for people soon get 
tired if hollering is all on one side. There is no 
good in hollering, for any fool can holler. I hear 
that you have lots of it in the House where you 
go so often. Did you ever know any good come 
of hollering, sir?’ 

“T can assure you that I do not.” 

“Well, sir, at that meeting we beat them ten 
to one, and so on up to the last.” 

“May I ask in what capacity you are here?” 

“Like the rest of the gentlemen, to be sure. 
We are deputies, we are!” 

“ Deputies from whom or what?” 

“Why, from these meetiags, in coorse.” 

“Then am I to understand that the working- 
men of London are your way of thinking on this 
matter?” 

“No, no, sir, we musn’t go as fast as that. But 
the great majority of the workingmen are, and 
our large majorities prove it.” 

Well, now kindly tell me what you want.” 

“Why, nothing at all sir. There is plenty of 
laws about Sunday if you would only see to it 
that they were put in force. But for pity’s sake, 
sir, don’t you make any laws to souk the Sab- 
bath!” 

It is impossible to express in words the fervent 
earnestness with which this expostulation was 
uttered. We were all moved by it, and Lord 
Palmerston evidently felt it. 

“Will you kindly listen to one word more? 
For every twenty or thirty people who would go 
to the Crystal Palace, or any other public place, 
several would be deprived of that which is the 
right of man or beast—the day of rest. Now, is 
it right or fair that, for the amusement of such 
persons, that many should suffer? And then we 
should have the play-houses open, too, and then 
we should come to work on Sundays, and very 
likely get six days’ wages for seven days’ work. 
Would that be right, sir?” 

“This is a new argument to me; kindly repeat 
it.” 

“With all the pleasures in life,” and it was 
repeated, and if possible with fresh emphasis and 
force. 

So, taking the memorial in his hand, his lord- 
ship said:—“The Cabinet meets this afternoon. 
I cannot, of course, commit my colleagues. But 
I shall have great pleasure in laying this me- 
morial before them, and heartily supporting it. 
But what these intelligent workingmen have said 
I shall not forget to enforce.” 

We most heartily thanked his lordship for his 
patience and courtesy, which he gracefully ac- 
knowledged, and we retired, feeling that our cause 
had been materially advanced by the homely 
but intelligent statements of these workingmen. It 
is worth noting, though I do not wish to intimate 
that it was wholly owing to this incident, that 
the question was never raised in the House of 
Commons during Lord Palmerston’s remaining 


life—The Quiver. 
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It is the crushed olive that yields the oil; the 
pressed grape that gives forth the wine; and it 
was the smitten rock that gave the people water. 
So it is the broken, contrite heart that is the 
most rich in holiness, and most fragrant in 
grace. 


THE FRIEND. 


BRAMBLE. 

[In reading the following verses it must be remem- 
bered that the subject of them is the English bramble, 
and the tender little autumnal picture, though we may 
enjoy it none the less, would not suit our American 
landscape in all points. ] 


The corn is reaped, the bare brown land 
Is sleeping in the sunshine bland 
Of late September time ; 
Now after harvest toil and mirth 
In restful calmness lies the earth, 
Like good lives past their prime. 


Red tints of autumn touch the trees, 

That rustle in the freshening breeze 
And wave their branches strong ; 

From hillside meadows loud and clear 

Comes, clarionlike, a note of cheer— 
The thrushes’ thrilling song. 


The busy wild bee flitteth by 

Where honeysuckle waves on high, 
And late clematis grows ; 

A fair brown butterfly floats round 

A bramble bush, that on the ground 
Its dainty tangle throws. 


The lowly bramble taking root 

In common hedgerows, bearing fruit 
For common hands to eal 

A boon to travellers on the road, 

It shows its gracious, purple load, 
With blossoms beautiful. 


White flowers, like pearly-tinted snow, 
Fair foliage, red with autumn’s glow, 
Ripe fruit—on one fair spray ; 
Ah me! my heart, what beauty lives 
In lowliest things that nature gives 
To blossom on our way. 


Ah me! my heart, what beauty shows 
In lowly lives that to their close 
Bloom sweetly out of sight ; 
Meek hearts that seek not worldly praise, 
That find in life’s secluded ways 
Dear love and deep delight. 


Fair lives that have a humble root, 
Sweet lives that bear a gracious fruit, 
Yet keep their spring-time flowers 
Upon the bough when fruit hangs ripe, 
And when the fading leaf is type 
Of life’s decaying hours. 


We meet them in our daily path, 
These humble souls, and each one hath 
A beauty of its own; 
A beauty born of duty done, 
Of silent victories dumbly won, 
Of sorrow borne alone. 


And when the frosts of death fall chill 
On those fair lives that blossom still, 
Though summer time is past, 
We, sighing, wish for quiet ways, 
Wherein, like theirs, our shortening days 
Might blossom to the last! 
—All The Year Round. 


—————_-- 


LINES WRITTEN IN THE WILDERNESS OF 
SINAL. 
THOMAS C. UPHAM. 
I mark’d the bright, the silver star, 
That nightly deck’d our desert way, 
As, shining from its depths afar, 
Its heavenly radiance seem’d to say, 
“Oh, look! from mists and shadows clear, 
My cheering light is always here.” 


I saw thee, and at once I knew, 
Star of the desert! in my heart, 
That thou didst shine, the emblem true 
Of that bright Star whose beams impart, 
From night to night, from day to day, 
The solace of their inward way. 


There is a beam to light the mind, 
There is a star the soul to cheer; 

And they that heavenly light who find 
Shall always see it burning clear,— 

The same its bright celestial face 

In every change of time and place. 


Star of my heart, that long hast shone 
To cheer the inward spirit’s sky, 

Illumined from the heavenly throne,— 
Thou hast a ray that cannot die. 

’Tis God that lights thee! And with Him 

No sky is dark, no sky is dim. 


Reflections by a young female at the age of seven- 
teen; found amongst her Papers after her 
Decease. 


About a twelvemonth ago, I remember feeling 
a great resignation and sweetness ; I think I then 
knew what is meant in Scripture by the words, 
“the silence of the flesh.” A feeling very diffi- 
cult to attain, but which I am convinced every 
true Christian must strive for till it is attained, 
For many months past I have believed it to be m 
duty to do so, to endeavor to feel a mental still- 
ness, or a total resignation of feeling, and cessa- 
tion from thinking, and in this state to wait for the 
influences and teachings of Divine Grace and 
Truth on the heart. When we attain this still- 
ness, the Holy Spirit directs us what to do, what 
to pray for and how to pray, and shows us when 
vocal supplication is required of us, and when 
secret mental prayer is most acceptable fo the 
Father of Spirits. I have often felt anxious to 
know what is real religion, and have entreated 
my Heavenly Guide to lead me into it, however 
painful a surrender of heart and life may be, 
for without that there is no true and lasting peace 
to be found, and no preparation for the enjoy- 
ment of the Divine presence, in a state of perfect 
holiness hereafter. I have at different times 
been desirous to know, whether that profession 
in which I have been educated, is the right one 
for me to retain; and whether any other form 
of worship could be more acceptable to God from 
me. I never made use of vocal supplication on the 
subject, but I believe my secret prayers were ac- 
cepted by Him who knew the sincerity in which 
they were addressed. 

After waiting to be instructed, my desires are 
at length fully answered, for inward revelation 
assures me, that mine must be a religion of still- 
ness and total resignation of self; that whether 
the feeling of devotion excited be that of prayer, 
praise, gratitude or adoration, I must be imme- 
diately influenced by the Spirit of Christ before 
I can feel union and communion with my Heay- 
enly Father ; which (whether words are used or 
not) alone constitute the essence of worship. I 
feel convinced that whatever the outward form 
of worship may be, the only true and acceptable 
offering is a sacrifice of the heart, and the more 
I feel of a devotional spirit, the more I am led 
to be still, and not to look for instrumental aid; 
for I feel that Christ, the inward teacher and 
comforter, is all sufficient, and that He is waitin 
to do me good. In these precious omnia 
should feel any ministry a burden that was not 
prompted by the immediate inspiration of the 
the Holy Spirit, for any but such ministry must 
break that inward stillness, in which the Divine 
will is shown to us, and Heavenly consolations 
are administered. I often keep silence (mentally) 
that I may renew my strength, then I mount as 
on “Eagle’s wings’ Till within the last year, 
I knew but little, if any, of this stillness, and my 
devotions consisted chiefly of supplication and 
— and sometimes, of gratitude to the Supreme 

eing. Now, on a bed of sickness, perhaps of 
death, (being in a very precarious state) I feel 
confirmed in the assurance, that in mental silence 
only, is to be felt that peace and joy, and union 
with our Maker, which is, and ever will be, the 
Christian’s only hope and confidence, in the 
solemn and certain hour of dissolution. 
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For “‘ The Friend,” 

For some months, many of the street cars in 
Philadelphia have displayed in large letters, ad- 
yertisements of a form of “whiskey.” This fact 
naturally aroused the members of the Worhan’s 
Christian Temperance Union to some action, and 
a committee was appointed to visit the Presidents 
of the lines displaying the signs, and intercede 
to have them removed. After explaining the 
cause of their objections, the Remonstrance con- 
tinues : 

“Tfit is for gain that you allow this, we would 
cite to you that close query put by our Blessed 
Master, ‘What shall it profit a man if he gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul?’ Will 
you not with us, strive for that Christianity that 
will, by precept and example, prove us to be our 
brothers’ keepers in the Lord?” 

Though no results are yet apparent, we trust 
the appeal may reach some hearts and lead them 
to consider the temptation they are placing before 
the youth of our city. 


pe 


For ‘‘ The Friend.”’ 
Incidents and Reflections—No. 105. 
MINISTRY. 


In the Journal of James Gough there is men- 
tioned an interesting incident which illustrates 
the remarkable power that attended the ministry 
of some of the early members of the Society of 
Friends. A person of some note, who had been 
an officer under Oliver Cromwell, related the 
anecdote as follows, to some people at an inn, 
among whom was James Wilson, who thereby 
became more favorably disposed towards Friends, 
and willing to attend their meetings, he having 
been, before that time much prejudiced against 
them. 

“After the battle of Dunbar, as I was riding 
in Scotland at the head of my troop, I observed 
some distance from the road, a crowd of people, 
and one higher than the rest ; upon which, I sent 
one of my men to see and bring me word what 
was the meaning of the gathering; and seeing 
him ride up and stay there without returning 
according to my order, I sent a second, who 
stayed in like manner; and then I determined 
to go myself. 

“When I came thither, I found it was James 
Naylor preaching to the people, but with such 
— and reaching energy, as I had not till then 

n witness of. I could not keep from staying 
alittle, although I was afraid to stay; for 1 was 
made a Quaker, being forced to tremble at the 
sight of myself. I was struck with more terror 
by the preaching of James Naylor than I was 
at the battle of Dunbar, where we had nothing 
else to expect but to fall a prey to the swords of 
our enemies. I clearly saw the cross of Christ 
was to be submitted to, so I durst stay no longer, 
but got off and carried with me condemnation, 
for it was in my own breast. The people there, 
in the clear and powerful opening of their states, 
cried out against themselves, imploring mercy, 
& thorough change, and the whole work of sal- 
vation to be effected in them. Ever since, I have 
thought myself obliged to acknowledge on their 
behalf, as i have now done. 

The “power and reaching energy” of which 
this military officer was a witness, were due to 
the Divine authority which accompanied the 
message of salvation delivered by James Naylor; 
and they could not be derived from any other 
source. Some men are gifted with great natural 
eloquence, and a wonderful ability in swaying 
the feelings and passions of men by their oratory, 
and such men may undertake to preach the Gos- 
pel, and may produce much excitement for a 
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time by appeals to the feelings of their auditors ; 
but it is the Lord’s power alone that can seal con- 
viction on the heart, and bring into a willingness 
to bear the cross by bringing all to the Light of 
Christ that everything may be judged, and that 
only embraced which is in accordance with the 
will of God. 

Sewel, in his History of the Quakers, mentions 
the case of an evilly-disposed trumpeter, who, 
coming into a meeting of Friends, began in an 
insolent manner to sound his trumpet, thereby 
to drown the voice of him that was preaching. 
This stirred up the zeal of the preacher the more, 
so that he went on as if none disturbed him. The 
trumpeter at length, to recover his breath, was 
fain to cease blowing; but being still governed 
by an evil spirit, after some intermission began 
to sound again: but whatever he did, he was not 
able to divert the preacher from his course, though 
he might hinder the auditory from hearing what 
was spoken. Thus he wearied himself so much, 
that he was forced to rest again for respiration, 
whereby in spite of his evil will, he came to hear 
what the preacher spoke, which was so piercing 
that the trumpeter came to be deeply affected with 
it, and burst into tears, confessed his crime, and 
came to be a true penitent. 

Some years ago, there appeared in the Vermont 
Courier an interesting relation of the effect pro- 
duced by a practical sermon, from the text, “He 
that is unjust in the least, is unjust also in much.” 
The preacher stated that men who take advan- 
tage of others in small things, have the element 
of character which would lead them to wrong 
the community and individuals in great things, 
when detection or censure is as little to be 
dreaded. He pointed out various ways by which 
people wrong others; such as borrowing improp- 
erly; by mistake in charge; by error in accounts; 
by escaping taxes and custom house duties; by 
managing to escape postage; by finding articles 
and never seeking owners; by injuring articles 
borrowed and not making the fact known to the 
owner when they were returned, &c. 

“One lady met the minister the next day and 
said,‘I have been up to Mr. to rectify a 
mistake he made in giving me change a few 
weeks ago, for I felt bitterly your reproof yester- 
day.’ Another individual went to Boston to pay 
for an article not in her bill, which she had no- 
ticed was not charged when she had paid it. A 
man going home from meeting said to his com- 
panion, ‘I do not believe there was a man in the 
meeting to-day who did not feel condemned.’ 
After applying the sermon to a score or more of 
his acquaintances, he continued, ‘Did not the 
pastor utter something about finding a pair of 
wheels?’ ‘I believe not,neighbor A. He spoke 
of keeping little things which had been found.’ 
‘Well, I thought he said two or three times some- 
thing about finding a pair of wheels, and really 
supposed he meant me; I found a pair down in 
my lot some time ago.’ ‘Do you know,’ said his 
companion, ‘whom they belong to?’ ‘Mr. B 
lost them a short time ago.’ The owner was soon 
in possession of his wheels.” 

Though all spiritual good comes from God, 
the source and fountain of all our blessings, yet 
He is often pleased to bless the services of those 
whom He calls to preach the glad tidings of sal- 
vation to others, and to cause the word spoken to 
profit in that whereunto He directs it. 

It is related that Thomas Willis of Cornwall 
was once preaching from the passage, “ My grace 
is sufficient for thee,” and mentioned the follow- 
ing circumstances. A serious young woman was 
laboring under a strong temptation to drown her- 
self. The enemy so far succeeded, as to prevail 
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on her to go to the river to put the plan in exe- 
cution, but as she was adjusting her clothes to 
prevent her from floating, she felt something in 
her pocket ; it was her Bible, and she thought she 
coal take it out and look in it for the last time; 
she did so, and the above mentioned text caught 
her eye. It was, under the Divine blessing, ap- 
plied with energy to her soul; the snare was 
broken, the temptation was removed, and she re- 
turned praising Him who had given her the vic- 
tory. 

The relation of this incident by the preacher 
proved the means of the conversion of a man 
and his wife then present, and of effecting a sim- 
ilar deliverance, These persons had been liv- 
ing in a state of almost continued enmity; and 
their home exhibited a scene of discord and con- 
fusion. In one of these unhappy seasons, the 
wife came to the dreadful determination to 
drown herself; she accordingly left her house for 
the purpose, and came near the river, but it be- 
ing too light, she feared on that account she 
should be detected. Seeing the place of worship 
open, she thought she would go in; and whén the 
services were over, it would be sufficiently dark 
to accomplish her purpose. When she entered 
Thomas Willis was preaching, and the striking 
incident described by him so affected her mind, 
that through mercy, she returned to her home 
with changed feelings. When she entered the 
house, her husband looked at her with surprise; 
her countenance had lost its malevolent expres- 
sion, and indicated meekness and gentleness. 
Struck with her appearance, he asked her where 
she had been, she told him. “And did you,” 
said he, “see me there?” “No,” she replied; 
“but I was, and blessed be God, I found his 
grace sufficient for me also.” The reality of the 
change thus begun was shown by their future 
lives, which were such as became the Gospel of 
Christ. 

An interesting illustration of the goodness of 
the Lord, who sometimes commissions his minis- 
ters to extend the offers of mercy to those who 
have long lived in rebellion to Him, is furnished 
by an anecdote told of our late beloved friend, 
Elizabeth L. Redman, of Haddonfield, N. J. In 
1833 she was liberated by her Monthly Meeting 
to attend the Yearly Meeting of Baltimore. 
While there she was introduced into much exer- 
cise on account of an individual whom, three 
years previously, she had observed at an inn a 
few miles from that city. Feeling that she 
could not with an easy mind proceed homeward, 
without endeavoring to see him, she mentioned 
the subject to her companion, who inquired his 
name. She replied,“I know not his name nor 
his home; I can only say that I saw him not far 
from this place; but whether he is a traveller or 
a resident here, | am unable to tell. But I be- 
lieve if we can see him, we shall find him in af- 
fliction.” 

It being thought right to make the effort to 
discover him, it was mentioned to a friend, with 
her description of the appearance of the individ- 
ual; which was so striking that it was immedi- 
ately believed to be that of a person known as a 
slave dealer, noted for great inhumanity. In- 
quiry was made for the man, and after much 
search it was ascertained that he resided near 
where she was then lodging. Elizabeth with 
her companion went to see him. He was 
confined to his chamber by indisposition, she 
at once recognized him; and taking a seat by 
him, sat for sometime in profound silence. He 
also sat with his eyes fixed upon her in apparent 
amazement. She then addressed him in close 
but kind language, describing his condition as 
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being desperate in the extreme; but said she be- 
lieved the door of mercy was now open to him, 
if he would submit to the terms of salvation. 
After this she knelt and supplicated in a remark- 
able manner, interceding with the Father of mer- 
cies, that in the day of final retribution, the 
blood of none might be found upon him unre- 
pented of. He was greatly broken by this ap- 
peal to the Throne of Grace, and tears flowed 
down his face abundantly. She then took a 
kind leave of him, much to the relief of her own 
mind. He did not recover from this sickness, 
but after this interview became greatly humbled 
and changed. J. W. 
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For ‘‘ The Friend.”’ 

I believe that Paul’s expression, “woe is unto 
me if I preach not the Gospel,” has been misused ; 
and may have occasioned a holding back from 
service that was really called for. 

Lest I should be misunderstood, let me say 
that I firmly believe the Lord alone can qualify 
for his service ; and that in our meetings for wor- 
ship; the silence should not be broken by any 
offering, except by the direct leading of the Holy 
Spirit. But when a father says to his son, “ My 
child, I should be pleased to have thee do an 
errand for me,” would it not please the father 
better to have the boy rise at once, and cheer- 
fully do his bidding, than to have him wait until, 
after repeated injunctions he is told, “If thou 
does not do it, I shall certainly punish thee ?” 
Surely any wise father would prefer that his 
child should obey him from love, and for the 
sake of pleasing him, rather than from fear of 
punishment. 

Though it is, indeed, a solemn thing to speak 
for the Lord, I believe it is quite right that the 
words, “I delight to do thy will, O my God,” 
should express our feelings in regard to it. Let 
us seek diligently to know the will of our Master, 
and ask Him for grace to enable us to render 
loving and prompt obedience. E. 


Natural History, Science, &c. 


Staminate and Pistillate Plants —To American 
botanists mainly is due the credit of the discovery 
that whether a plant be male or female, or a 
flower on the plant be male or female, is a mere 


question of nutrition. The primary cell seems 
capable of developing to an individual of either 
sex, according to the amount of nutrition it as- 
similates. In coniferous trees the female flowers, 
ultimately the cones, are only borne on branches 
which have plenty of light at command and are 
endowed with vigorous vitality. When these 
branches become overshadowed, or weak from 
age, they are given up to male flowers only. In 
Indian corn and similar plants, the ears are lo- 
cated where the most favorable conditions for 
nutrition exist, the male flower or tassel, forming 
merely the “ tail end” of the stalk. 

A paper by Hoffman, in the Botanische Zeitung, 
for 1885, states that he sowed seeds of numerous 
kinds of dicecious plants closely together, so as 
to give little food to each plant, and the same 
plants thinly, so as to give each plant nearly all 
the food it could use. Where they were thickly 
sowed, he counted 283 males to 700 females. In 
the well fed lot there were but 76 males. In our 
own country, the common rag-weed, Ambrosia, 
is a good illustration of this fact. In a potato or 
corn field where the plants grow very strong and 
vigorous, the proportion of female flowers are 
largely in excess of the male, and it is not un- 
common to find plants with nothing but female 
flowers under these circumstances. But in fields 
where grain has been cut, and the rag-weed comes 


up in thick masses late in the season, and nearly 
starving each other, male flowers are very nu- 
merous, and some are wholly male. Female 
flowers are always few on each plant. 


Imitation Rubies.—A Swiss firm has attempted 
to put on the market, rubies formed by a process 
of fusion from small stones of the same kind. As 
the gems were of the same material as the true 
ruby, they agreed in hardnessand specific gravity. 
But they are readily detected by the different ap- 
pearance of the microscopic cavities enclosed by 
the stone. In the genuine, these are angular 
or crystal-shaped, or sometimes arranged in a 
“feather” form. In the manufactured stones, 
the cavities are round or pear-shaped bubbles ar- 
ranged in cloudy masses, or strings. 


Transmission of Infectious Diseases by the Mos- 
uito.—Dr. Charles Finlay, of Havana, has pub- 
fished an article in the American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences, in which he details some ex- 
periments and observations which give color to 
the theory that the common mosquito is an agent 
in spreading Yellow Fever. 

His plan was to catch a female mosquito while 
in the act of stinging and before it was filled, by 
inverting an empty phial or tube-test over it and 
closing the mouth of the phial with a plug of 
cotton-wool. The insect is thus in readiness to 
renew its bite as soon as it has become accustomed 
to its place of confinement. Indeed, it will die 
of inanition if not allowed to do.so in the course 
of a few hours (four to twelve in summer.) The 
captive is then taken to a confirmed case of yel- 
low fever, and the tube being inverted and the cot- 
ton plug carefully removed over the bare surface of 
the patient’s arm or hand, the insect is allowed 
to fill at leisure with the tainted blood, and the 
plug reinserted. After this blood has been di- 
gested, generally between the second and fourth 
day, the mosquito is applied in the same manner 
to the arm of a subject liable to the disease, and 
then allowed again to fill itself completely. This 
is the inoculation; and when successful, at the 
end of from five to twenty-two days’ incubation, 
the first symptoms of mild yellow fever will mani- 
fest themselves in the inoculated subject. 

This is caused by the disease-germs which ad- 
here to the sting and its sheath of the mosquito, 
after piercing a sick person; and which are in- 
troduced into the arm of the person subsequently 
bitten. 

Dr. Finlay inoculated 24 persons in this way. 
Six of these had mild aia of fever, which 
seemed to confer on them immunity from similar 
attacks. He remarks in the conclusion of his 
paper :—*“ A careful study of the habits and 
natural history of the mosquito shows a remark- 
able agreement with the circumstances that favor 
or impede the transmission of yellow fever. So 
far as my information goes, this disease appears 
incapable of propagation wherever tropical mos- 
quitoes do not or are not likely to exist, ceasing 
to be epidemic at the same limits of temperature 
and altitude which are incompatible with the 
functional activity of those insects ; while, on the 
other hand, it spreads readily wherever they 
abound. From these considerations, taken in 
connection with my successful attempts in pro- 
ducing experimental yellow fever by means of 
the mosquito’s sting, it is to be inferred that these 
insects are the habitual agents ofits transmission.” 


Australia’s Rabbit Plague——The farmers of 
Australia seem to be still troubled by rabbits, 
which breed in that country at a most enormous 
rate. One man has just accepted a tender for 
wire netting which is to make a rabbit-proof 
fence from Narromine to Bourke, and will ex- 


tend over a distance of 203 miles. If the up. 
fortunate rabbits search along to find the end of 
the obstruction they will get a bit weary before 
they have arrived at their destination. It is said 
that the work will cost £15,000, and at that rate, 
if a man could offer such a figure, it proves that 
the rabbit must be the most destructive animal 
in the antipodes.— Galignani’s Messenger. 


Artesian Wells in Denver—In 1883, an owner 
of land in North. Denver on the highlands acrogg 
the Platte River, began boring for coal. Ata 
depth of about 300 feet a stream of water was 
suddenly projected with great force, from the 
bottom to a height of 30 or 40 feet above the 
surface. At first, it was thought to be temporary, 
but it continued day after day without any per 
ceptible decrease. Since then many wells have 
been sunk, varying in depth from 250 to over 
700 feet, which together produce about 3,000,000 
gallons per day of pure water.—Scientific Ameri- 
can. 


Eels Hybernating.—In the spring of 1879, while 
watching the progress of the work of grubbing 
and otherwise clearing a piece of swamp-meadow 
I was surprised to find a group of eels, seventeen 
in number, in a mossy mass of earth and roots of 
loose texture, through which water from a spring 
near by freely circulated, but not in such quan- 
tities as to enable a fish to swim. These eels 
were not a tangled mass, so interwrapped as to 
suggest the idea that they sought contact with 
each other for mutual aid or warmth, but each 
was twisted rather than coiled, in quite a snake 
like manner by itself, and while each was very 
near its neighbors, probably no two were in con- 
tact. On taking them up—they varied from six 
inches to a foot in length—they seemed some- 
what sluggish and indisposed to escape until 
revived, as it appeared, by the warmth of the 
hand, when they struggled to be free—Rambles 
about Home. 


a 
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—Art not the Handmaid of Rel‘gion.—“ The highest 
art may go hand in hand with the lowest civiliza 
tion. The most exquisite specimens of artistic handi- 
craft in metal are to be found in old Indian work; 
and the artists were men who drowned their parents, 
offered human sacrifices to their gods, prostituted 
virtue in their temples, reverenced filthy and de- 
graded priests, and had their wives burned on their 
own funeral pyres. Herbert Spencer laughs at the 
belief in the moralizing effect of intellectual culture, 
He says it is ‘flatly contradicted by facts,’ and points 
to the criminal record of the country most highly 
educated for his proofs. Vienna is to-day the most 
magnificent city in Europe. Nowhere has art made 
such vast advances as in the streets, the — 
the churches, the public buildings, the parks, 
the homes of the Austrian capital. In no city is 
there more unbridled and shameless vice. Munich 
is the art-centre of the Old World. It is, for its 
size, even more immoral than Vienna.”—T7. 7. 
Pattison in Baptist Quarterly Review. 


—Mission Hospitals.—J. Chamberlain, in The In 
dependent, speaking of the hospitals in India, says: 
—“The tickets which we give the patients at out 
mission hospitals and dispensaries are really little 
leaflet tracts. I have lying before me one in 
Telugu language, of which I have myself printed 
thirty thousand and given them to patients that 
have come for treatment. It is the size of a gentle 
man’s visiting-card, and has two leaves. It is printed 
on thick, strong paper that will not wear out. . On 
the front page, with ornamented border, is printed 
‘Madanapalle Free Hospital,’ with blanks for num- 
ber, date, and patient’s name. By that number be 
is registered, and his disease, symptoms and treat- 
ment are entered in the book. This ticket is given 
to the out-patients. Each time he comes for further 
treatment or for more medicine, the patient must 
show this ticket. They keep them very carefully, 
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Some may even deem it to be ridiculous or despic- 
able. Nevertheless, unless there is a breaking away 
from this enslaving spirit of fashion, it seems to me 
there can be no permanent progress made in the 
direction of social purity reform.” 


We have received from “ The Interstate Pub- 
lishing Company,” No. 30 Franklin St., Boston, 
a small book by Arthur Gilman, entitled “Short 
Stories from the Dictionary ;” and have been in- 
terested in its examination. It gives the deriva- 
tion of many words, traces the steps by which 
their present meanings have been acquired, and 
brings to view some curious historical facts as- 
sociated with them. The reader can scarcely 


fail to derive from it useful information; and to 
be impressed with a sense of the wide field of re- 
search which our large dictionaries open to him. 


Secret Societies —To organize a secret associa- 
tion for the sake of combating any evil, seems to 
us, so decidedly in the line of doing evil in the 
hope that some good may result from it, that we 
are pleased to see the Editor of the Advocate of 
Peace has too clear an insight into the workings 
of such associations, to be beguiled into such a 
course—as appears by the following extract from 
that paper :— 

“An honored friend has suggested that if we 
would effectually oppose the secret machinations 
of the enemies of Peace, we should, like them, 
organize a secret society with the badges, pass- 
words, &c. The people would be pleased and 
our work greatly benefited. There can be no 
doubt of the great popularity of secret societies. 
But we have grave doubts whether such a course 
would heip the cause of Peace. Whether it 
would or not, such are our views as to secret 
societies, that we could not conscientiously favor 
forming or joining one.” 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Unitep Stratres.—Elections were held on the 2nd 
instant in 35 of the States and in the Territories, for 
members of Congress and other officers. The general 
result is to reduce the Democratic majority in the 
House of Representatives to a small margin. By a 
change in the complexion of the newly elected State 
Legislatures, U.S. Senators will be chosen by which 
the Republican majority in the U.S. Senate will be 
nearly or quite obliterated. Other unexpected changes 
have resulted. For instance, Virginia chooses 6 Re- 
publican and 4 Democratic Congressmen. Prominent 
free trade Democrats in the South and West, are either 
defeated, or else elected by reduced majorities. On 
the other hand, California goes Democratic, and Abram 
S. Hewitt is elected Mayor of New York City by some- 
thing more than 90,000 votes, over Henry George, 
Labor candidate, who received about 68,000 votes, and 
J. Roosevelt, Republican, whose vote was a little more 
than 60,000. 

It is believed the Prohibitionists have about doubled 
their vote since the last election, which is encouraging. 

The Supreme Court of New Jersey has decided the 
Excise laws of 1877 and 1878 to be unconstitutional. 
“The result of this decision is that no saloon keeper 
has the right to sell liquor until the Legislature meets 
and enacts a new law.” 

Lawrence Donovan, of New York, who some time 
ago jumped from the Brooklyn bridge into the East 
river at New York, jumped from the new suspension 
bridge at Niagara Falls into the river below, at seven 
o’clock on the morning of the 7th instant. His jump 
was witnessed by four or five persons. He went straight 
down, feet first. He came up somewhat dazed, but 
struck out for a boat, in which were two persons, was 
taken in and stimulants were given him. One rib is 
broken and his hip is bruised. He said before he got 
out of the water that he would not jump again for 
a million. 

Sabine Pass, Texas, is not to be abandoned, as was 
stated soon after the recent floods. Over 200 men have 
returned there and are building new homes. The river 
is full of flatboats loaded with lenstue, which was pur- 
chased with the relief money. There are only three 
women in the colony, the rest being left at Beaumont 
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and Orange. The men say they conld not stay at 
Beaumont in idleness. They must do something, and 
so concluded to return. Their new homes are higher 
above the river level than the old ones were. Many 
of them are elevated on piling. 

On the 5th instant shocks of earthquake were felt in 
Georgia, the Carolinas and Virginia and the District 
of Columbia. The shock at Charleston, experienced 
at half-past twelve o’clock Pp. M., was slight, though 
“marked.” Another moderately strong shock was felt 
in Charleston about eleven o’clock on the night of the 
6th. It was of perhaps ten or twelve seconds’ dura- 
tion, and was generally felt throughout the State. It 
was followed in about five minutes by another shock, 
which, however, was quite moderate. 

A brilliant and beautiful meteor, resembling a ball 
of electric light, and leaving a long trail, was seen be- 
tween 9 and 10 o’clock on the night of the 4th instant, 
from Jersey City and New Haven. “ It was fully two 
feet in diameter,” and the trail of light left by it “did 
not disappear for fully a minute.” About half-past six 
o’clock the same evening a brilliant meteor, which be- 
fore it disappeared grew smaller, and “left behind a 
luminous wake composed of innumerable stars, only 
visible for a moment,” was seen by many people of 
Brooklyn, New York. 

The silver product of Montana for the present year 
is estimated at $12,000,000. 

The deaths in this city last week numbered 397, 
which was 19 more than during the previous week, and 
63 more than during the corresponding period last year. 
Of the foregoing 208 were males and 189 females: 70 
died of consumption ; 34 of pneumonia; 22 of convul- 
sions; 22 of croup; 22 of diseases of the heart; 17 of 
typhoid fever; 16 of old age; 11 of debility; 11 of 
marasmus, and 9 of casualties. 

Markets, &e.—U. 8. 4}’s registered, 1102; coupon, 
111}; 4’s, 1282; 3’s, 1003 ; currency 6’s, 126 a 136. 

Cotton was in limited request at 9% cts. for middling 
uplands. 

Petroleum was quiet, but steady, at 6} cts. for 70 Abel 
test in barrels, and 83 cts. for 110 test in cases. 

Feed was scarce and firm, with a fair demand. Sales 
of 2 cars choice western winter bran at $15 per ton. 

Flour and Meal.—The situation of the flour market 
was unchanged. Jobbers bought only enough to sup- 
ply current requirements at former rates. Sales of 125 

arrels of Pennsylvania family at $3.65; 125 barrels 
Pennsylvania, roller straight, at $4.20; 125 barrels In- 
diana, clear, at $4; 375 barrels Ohio and Illinois, 
straight, at $4.25 ; 375 barrels winter patent, at $4.50 a 
$4.65; 125 barrels Minnesota, clear, at $4; and 400 
barrels do. patent, at $4.65 a $4.80. Rye flour moved 
slowly at $3.25 per barrel for choice. 

Grain.—W heat was quiet. No.2 red closed at 83 cts. 
bid and 84} cts. asked. Corn—No. 2 mixed closed at 
443 cts. bid, and 45 cts. asked. Oats were quiet but 
steady. No. 2 white closed at 35 cts. bid and 35} asked. 

Beef cattle were fairly active and prices closed steady 
at 3 a 54 cts. 

Sheep were active and higher, at 2} a 5 cts. Lambs 
were fair, at 4 a 64 cts. 

Hogs were aetive and firm, Western at 5} a 6} cts. 

Forricn.—John Bright writes to the papers refus- 
ing to accept the principle of political dele and associ- 
ations, that wherever the leader of a party goes, the 
whole party is bound to follow. . He says: 

“We (the Liberals) have not yet had an infallible 
leader, and until he appears I must preserve my lib- 
erty of judgment. The Liberal party will not be de- 
stroyed. It will be instructed and become more com- 
petent for future work. The reunion of the party will 
not come until a change comes, which I may hope for, 
but at present discover no signs of. Smooth platform 
talk will not bridge the chasm in our ranks.” 

There has been a marked decrease of crime in 
Kerry, owing partly to landlords’ reductions, and partly 
to General Buller’s system of closely watching suspects, 
instead of guarding persons liable to attack. The new 
system has been so effective that the demolition of the 
police protection huts has been commenced. 

A Hamburg correspondent of a London paper hears 
that a scheme is far advanced for a second Suez Canal, 
to be exclusively English, and that there is an enor- 
mous amount of capital at the disposal of the projec- 
tors. 

Completed statistics show that the year’s increase in 
the value of German exports to America is $17,000,000, 
including $4,000,000 worth of sugar. Compared with 
the exports in 1876, the increase amounts to $50,000,000. 
The total exports for the year are placed at 3,000,000, 
000 marks, of which 10 per cent. went to America. 

The Dantzig Zeitung predicts terrible distress during 
the coming winter in that city. It says that trade is 


paralyzed, and that work is failing everywhere; that 
the authorities of the State dock yards discharge men 
weekly, and that in the arm factories there are also 
many hundreds idle. 

Geschoff, Bulgarian Minister of Finance, has re. 
signed. It is announced from St. Petersburg that the 
Czar intends to intrust the administration of Bulgaria 
to the Russian Senator Stojanowski, until a Prince has 
been legally elected. A number of Deputies are sign- 
ing a manifesto calling upon Bulgarians to arm them- 
selves and rise against Russia. 


CORRECTION.—In the m “To an Infant,” in 
the last number of “ The Friend,” the 1st word in the 
5th stanza should read “Too” instead of “ For” ; in the 
3rd line of same stanza, “did hold” should be “ have 
held” ; and in the last line of same, “old” should be 
“eld” ; the 1st word in the 7th stanza should be “So” 
not “ Lo,” 

In marriage notice of Eleventh Mo. 6th, for H. Jane 
Walker, read H. Jane Walter. 


MISLAID, OR LOST. 

The Records of births and deaths of members of 
“The Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia for 
the Northern District” from 1772 to 1807. 

Any friend having information of said record, will 
confer a favor by communicating with the Recorder. 

JosePpH W. Lipprncort, 
460 North Seventh St., Philadelphia. 


WANTED, 


At the Boarding School for Indian Children, at 
Tunesassa, a2 woman Friend, to assist the Matron in 
her household duties. Apply to 

Jos. S. Elkinton, 325 Pine St. 

Aaron P. Dewees, Chester, Penna. 

Ephraim Smith, 1110 Pine St. 
Phila. 10th Mo. 1886. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 
Near Frankford, (Twenty-third Ward,) Philadelphia. 
Physician and Superintendent—Joun C. HAL1, M. D. 

Applications for the Admission of Patients may be 
made to the Superintendent, or to any of the Board of 
Managers. 


MARRIED, at Friends’ Meeting-house, Germantown, 
on Fifth-day, Ninth Mo. 16th, 1886, Luoyp BALDER- 
STON, Jr., and Mary F. Atsop. 


Diep, at his residence, near Barnesville, Belmont 
County, Ohio, 6th of Ninth Month, Georce Tatum, 
in the 74th year of his age, a member of Stillwater 
Particular and Monthly Meeting. He was confined to 
his room sonfewhat more than two weeks, with typhoid 
fever, and was enabled to bear his illness with patience 
unto the end. Firm in his attachment to the doctrines 
and testimonies of the Society of which he was a mem- 


ber, he was concerned to walk consistently therewith, 


in humility and wagchfulness of spirit. He was dili- 
gent in the attendance of all our religious meetings, 
and enjoyed the daily perusal of the Holy Scriptures. 
Although he expressed but little, yet it is believed the 
work of preparation, kept pace with the day, and the 
peaceful quiet felt at his bed-side seemed a foretaste of 
the rest prepared for the righteous. 

——, onthe morning of the 26th of Tenth Month, 
1886, of paralysis of the brain, JoHN PENNINGTON, 8 
beloved member of West Grove Preparative and New 
Garden Monthly Meeting, Pa., in the 75th year of his 
age. Though the summons was sudden that called this 
loving Friend from the enjoyment of a good degree of 
health to the realities of eternity ; yet it was an event 
which, we believe, he was for a considerable time past 
increasingly concerned to be prepared for ; often speak- 
ing during the past vear or more of his life, as feelin 
that his time here might not be long. His daily wal 
amongst us evinced his having, through Divine love 
and mercy, attained to that state in which he was en- 
abled to fulfil the injunction of the Apostle, “ Let all 
bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil- 
speaking be put away from you, with all malice. And 
be ye kind one to another, tender hearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath for- 
given you.’ We humbly believe, that through re 
deeming love, our dear friend has been gathered from 
the enjoyment of his family and friends to the enjoy- 
ment of the heritage of the “just made perfect.” 


WM. H. PILE’S SONS, PRINTERS, 
Nos. 420 & 422 Walnut Street. 
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